
         

 PO Box 532 
Cedar Key, FL 32625 

friends@friendsofrefuges.org 

December, 2024 

Friends is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3), membership organization. 
Through voluntary action, we support the Refuges and their work 
to conserve the region's wildlife and the places they need to thrive. 

We invite you to enjoy their pristine and primitive beauty with us. 

Dear (Name), 
 
As the 2025 opens, Friends of Lower Suwannee & Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuges 
wishes you a Happy New Year and fast recovery if you were impacted by the 
hurricanes. 
 
Hurricane Helene caused damage at both of our Refuges. Roads were out to Shired 
Island and Fishbone Creek. The Dixie Mainline and Nature Drive flooded and eroded 
enough to be impassible before repairs. The River Trail boardwalks were destroyed, 
beyond repair. Shell Mound pier received enough damage to close it again. Luckily, it 
will not require the major reconstruction that it did after Hurricane Idalia. The Mound 
itself, on the other hand, was undercut and needs archaeological evaluation to assure 
its future protection and preservation. The lighthouse on Seahorse Key held strong, 
but the other buildings and facilities were destroyed, as were the trails and 
boardwalks on Atsena Otie. 
 
Much of the damage was to built facilities. The good news is that the Refuges’ 
wetlands and forests absorbed a lot of the storm’s energy, bringing some protection 
to communities farther inland. 
 
The severe community damage along the coast lead to cancellation of fall festivals 
and activities. Visitors are only now able to start returning. Friends’s members and 
other residents lost property and homes. Friends’ membership renewals and other 
revenues fell off.   
 
Nevertheless, looking to the new year, we will be initiating a Senior Ranger/Refuge 
Explorer program, restarting the Junior Ranger program, holding our always-fun 
Annual Meeting at the Refuge, developing a natural area destination at the Vista 
Camp, and being advocates for enhancing habitat restoration efforts and seeking a 
mega-grant for the vista Camp. 
 
If you can help with a donation, Friends would use it well toward these goals. Many 
thanks for your memberships and support. 
 
Cordially,  
 
Denise Feiber, Friends’ president 
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